APPLICATION FORM 
The CIHR/MSFHR Bioinformatics Training Program is a scholarship program for students who wish to undertake a M.Sc. or Ph.D. in Bioinformatics at either the:

1) University of British Columbia Graduate Studies (http://www.grad.ubc.ca/)
· Bioinformatics graduate program

2) Simon Fraser University Graduate Studies (http://www.sfu.ca/dean-gradstudies/)

· Department of Molecular Biology & Biochemistry

· Department of Computing Science

Only ten to twelve applicants to the CIHR/MSFHR Bioinformatics Training program are eligible to receive a scholarship.  Those students who are not successful in obtaining this funding will be notified before the application deadlines set out by the graduate departments at either UBC or SFU.  If the unsuccessful applicant wishes to continue to pursue graduate studies in Bioinformatics, they will have their application materials forwarded to the University and department of their choice.  However, they must meet the regulations set out by that particular University and department they forward their application to. 
If your first language is not English, you should have taken the TOEFL test or equivalent within 24 months of this application.  If you are not a Canadian citizen or landed immigrant, your complete application must be received as early as possible so that we can assess your educational background and qualifications.  Application deadlines for both international and North American applicants are posted on the home page of our website. 

Further information will be required from prospective students in the Bioinformatics Training Program that might not be required by any individual graduate studies program. This information will inform the Admissions Committee about the work experience and career goals of prospective students, and outline the research goals of candidates so as to guide the process of establishing a mentoring relationship and an individual learning portfolio between accepted candidates and faculty members.
Students who are accepted by both a graduate studies program (see above) and the Bioinformatics Training Program will receive financial support during the course of their studies from the Canadian Institutes for Health Research and the Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research. This financial support is currently CAN$21,000/year. 

If you have any questions about the above information or the Bioinformatics Training Program, please contact the Program Coordinator:


CIHR/MSFHR Bioinformatics Training Program for Health Research
Genome Sciences Centre, BC Cancer Agency

100- 570 West 7th Avenue
Vancouver, British Columbia  Canada V5Z 4S6
Telephone: 604-707-5803
Facsimile: 604-876-3561

bioinformaticsprogram@bcgsc.ca
http://bioinformatics.bcgsc.bc.ca
	Last name (family name):


	First name (personal name):

	Sex:   ( Male  ( Female   Please address me as ( Ms. ( Miss  ( Mrs. ( Mr.  ( Dr.    

	Postal Address:



	E-mail address:



	Telephone:



	Date of birth:



	If applicable, list any other names on your educational records:



	Citizenship:

	How did you learn about our program? If by the Internet, we would appreciate any information you can provide about what Websites led you to our program.



	Have you applied to a medical school at the same time as submitting this application?



	Do you intend to apply to a medical school within a year of submitting this application?



	Are you in the top 10% of your graduating class?


Names and Institutions of individuals asked to write letters of recommendation:

1. Name/institution/e-mail address

2. Name/institution/e-mail address

3. Name/institution/e-mail address

1) Briefly describe why you are applying to the CIHR Bioinformatics Training Program for Health Research, and your career objectives for attaining a certificate/degree. Use a maximum of 2 pages.
2) Briefly discuss your background in life sciences. Information should be provided 
      about academic experience, work experience and any other factor that may be of 
      assistance to the Admission Committee.  Use a maximum of 2 pages.

3) Briefly discuss your background in computational sciences (mathematics, 
      statistics, computer science). Information should be provided about academic 
      experience, work experience and any other factor that may be of assistance to the
      Admission Committee. Use a maximum of 2 pages.

List the names of Bioinformatics Training Program faculty/mentors whose research is of interest to you, and briefly describe your interest. Be sure to mention any research interests or relevant experience you have which parallel or touch upon the research of faculty/mentors. For information about the research of Bioinformatics Training Program faculty/mentors, refer to the Web links noted below.

Rafeef Abugharbieh
Electrical & Computer Engineering 

David Baillie
Bioinformatics, Molecular Biology & Biochemistry, SFU


Fiona Brinkman 

Associate Director (SFU)
Molecular Biology & Biochemistry, SFU

Ryan Brinkman
Medical Genetics, UBC

BC Cancer Research Centre, BCCA 

Jenny Bryan
Statistics and Michael Smith Laboratories, UBC 

Jack Chen 
Molecular Biology & Biochemistry, SFU

Artem Cherkasov
Medicine, Division of Infectious Diseases, UBC

Anne Condon 

Computer Science, UBC 

Martin Ester
Computing Science, SFU

Arvind Gupta
Computing Science, SFU 

Ghassan Hamarneh
Computing Science, SFU

Phil Hieter
Michael Smith Laboratories, UBC 

Holger Hoos
Computer Science, UBC

Steven Jones
Program Director, Bioinformatics
Genome Sciences Centre, BCCA 


Marco Marra
Medical Genetics, UBC
Genome Sciences Centre, BCCA

Irmtraud Meyer
Computer Science, UBC

Paul Pavlidis
Associate Director (UBC)

Centre for High Throughput Biology 

Psychiatry, UBC


Frederic Pio
Molecular Biology & Biochemistry, SFU 

Cenk Sahinalp
Computing Science, SFU

Wyeth Wasserman
Medical Genetics

Centre for Molecular Medicine & Therapeutics, UBC

Mark Wilkinson
Medical Genetics, UBC

List your recent honours, awards and any publications.

List employment/work experience related to your proposed course of study, particularly with respect to the fields of biology, statistics and/or computer science. 

	Position:



	Employer:



	Nature of work:



	Dates, from/to:



	Reference within the company, and contact information:




	Position:



	Employer:



	Nature of work:



	Dates, from/to:



	Reference within the company, and contact information:




Additional information: Please submit additional information regarding your educational history, your employment history, your proposed research, or any other factor which you think will bear upon your admission. Use a maximum of 2 pages.
